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FEBRUARY 1982

THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.

The Fruit of the Spirit
''Love''
"What do you want to be when you grow
up?" asked the visitor of his host's small son. "I
want to be possible," was the boy's quick reply.
"Possible?" said the visitor, perplexed. "Yes,"
said the little fellow. "Every day my mother
tells me I'm impossible." There may be many
times in our lives when we think we are
"impossible" too. In fact, unless the Holy
Spirit, who lives in every believer, enables the
believer, producing the characteristics of a real
Christian life is impossible.
The Word of God says that "the fruit of the
Spirit is love ." True love is not possible apart
from the indwelling Holy Spirit. The love
mentioned here is Cod's love, more than that it
is the love God is. "And we have known and
believed the love that God hath to us. Cod is
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him" (I John 4:16). The Holy
Spirit produces it in the heart of the yielded
believer. "And hope maketh not ashamed;
because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us" (Rom. 5:5). The chief ingredient of this love
is self-sacrifice for the benefit of the one loved.
"Hereby perceive we the love of Cod, because
he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren" (I John 3: 16).
The elements or the ingredients of love are
listed in I Cor. 13. D.L. Moody listed them in a
very practical way: PATIENCE - "Love suffereth
long;" KINDNESS
"And is kind;"
GENEROSITY - "Love envieth not;" HUMILITY

- "Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up;"
COURTESY - "Doth not behave itself
unseemly;" UNSELFISHNESS - "Seeketh not her
own;" GOOD TEMPER - "Is not easily
provoked;" GUILELESSNESS - "Thinketh no
evil;" SINCERITY - "Rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but rejoiceth in the truth."
"Love and do what you will," asserted
Augustine out of his joyous experience.
"Whether you keep silence, keep silence in
love; whether you exclaim, exclaim in love;
whether you correct, correct in love; whether
you forbear, forbear in love. Let love's root be
within you, and from that root nothing but
good can spring." "Not where I breathe, but
where I love, I live."
The Christian is commanded to love his
neighbor. "Owe no man anything, but to love
one another ... thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself" (Rom. 13 :8-9).
The one in whom the Holy Spirit dwells is
taught of God to love his fellow believers. "Ye
yourselves are taught of God to love one
another" (I Thess. 4:9). Without this love the
emphasis of love becomes materialistic. In
"The Next Best Thing" Charles Mergendahl
declared: "There's only one thing in the world
worth having . love. L-O-V-E. That's all there is
to it. But if you don't get that you've got
nothing . So you take the next best thing. You
take power, money or fame, or whatever little
morsel you can pick up for yourself as second
best."
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by Kathy Jo Kirkbride

He Loves You!
l(s amazing and }ncredible,
But it's as true as .it can be,
God loves and understands us all
And that means you and me.
His grace is all sufficient
For both the young and old,
For the brash and for the boldHis love knows no exceptions;
So never feetexcluded;
·· · No matter who or what you are
Your name has been included.
And no matter what your past has been,
Trust God to understand;
And no matter what your problem is
Just place it in His hand.
For in all of our unloveliness
This great God loves us still;
He loved us since the world began,
And what's .more, He always will!
Helen Steiner Rice

U~~oun_(l~d, _· Gra~e
Unbounded grace · - if reached to me
When hope· was gone from view;
In my despair, Christ came to me
As He alone could do.
Grace was for me the only way
My guilt could find relief;
My destiny was changed that day
I reached out in belief.
God's grace does not on me depend
It's God who is my stay;
His love is offered without end,
He walks with me each day.
The universe with joy will ring
When grace has won the day;
As all creation joins to sing
"Praise God, who paid the way!"

by John E. Walvoord
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Greater Love Hath No Man

February provides us a special opportunity
to express our love to the ones we hold dear.
For many of us, the ones we loved most, may
be gone. Others may have their loved ones
close to share their love with. Regardless of our
position, there is a more important love to
consider that we all can enjoy. It is the love of
Jesus Christ our Savior who came to the earth
to bear the punishment for your sins end mine.
"But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us" (Romans 5:8). Jesus himself said in John
15:13, "Greater love hath · no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends ."
The following letter expresses in a different, yet
pointed way, His great love for each of us. If
you have never accepted His gift of love, why
not do so now while there is yet time.
Dear friend,
I just had to send you a note to tell you how
much I love you. I saw you talking to your
friend yesterday, and waited all day hoping
that you would want to talk with me also. As
evening drew near, I gave you a sunset to close
your day and a cool breeze to rest you . I
waited. You never did call on me. Oh, yes, it
hurts; but I still love you.
I have many gifts for you. This morning you
awakened late and rushed about your work

with no thoughts of me, and my tears joined
the rain. Today you looked sad. I wanted to
touch you and let you know I was near, but J
didn't.
It makes my heart ache to see you so sad. I
understand what it is like when friends hurt
you and let you down. My friends have done
that many times. I will love you no matter
what. If you would only stop long enough to
listen to me when I speak to you.
I speak to you in the blue sky and the green
grass. I whisper my love on the trees. I breathe
my love in the scent of the flowers. I shout it in
the mountain streams. I sing in the bird's song .
I clothe you with the warmth of the sunshine,
and I give perfume to scent the air you breathe.
My love for you is deeper than the ocean and
bigger than the biggest want or need . If only
you knew how much I want to walk and talk
with you. We could spend an eternity together
in heaven. I know how difficult it is living in
your world . . . . I really do know.
I want you to meet my Father. He can help
you . My Father is like that, you know. Please
come and talk to me, anytime. I have so much
to share with you. You are free to choose me. It
is your decision. I have chosen you, and I will
wait . . . because "I love you."
Your Friend, Jesus Christ
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A Soft Answer

b
Grett H

by Marla Waddle

This month's soft answer . . ."The King Shall
Be His Friend."
February is a month in which most of us find
ourselves thinking about love and loving
relationships. We each crave love and have a
capacity for loving . As wonderful as the
experience may prove to be, if love is
misplaced or relationships are not kept within
a proper framework, they can be very
dishonoring to our Lord . Obviously, love is of
the utmost importance to God-for He is the
author of love; He, Himself is love . But we
displease Him when we love the things of this
world more than we love the things of God.
Proverbs 22 : 11 speaks of "He that loveth
pureness of heart, for the grace of His lips the
King shall be his friend ." To recognize the
typology within that statement is to discover
that loving primarily that which embodies
purity and grace will bring us closer in heart
and spirit to our King. When we make our
relationship to Him as it ought to be, then our
relationships with others will be filled with the
kind of love that will bring honor and glory to
our Friend and King.

page 4

Caring for others has been a great part of
Clara Naas' life. She was born and reared in
Dayton, Ohio. When she was younger she
attended a small country church . Often after
the services, her family would play host to the
whole congregation in their modest Dayton
farmhouse .
As Clara grew older, her family's hospitality
must have rubbed off on her. She and her
husband Bill would frequently open their door
to those not quite so fortunate. She remembers
how they would often have children staying
with them when the children's family was ill .
Other times the Naas' would take care of
orphans. One such occasion led to an even
greater opportunity for Clara and Bill .
They took in a young orphan boy who had
relatives in West Virginia. These relatives were
in desperate need of clothing. The Naas' felt a
burden for these people and decided to help
them out. Clothing was collected from
concerned friends and church members. The
Naas' delivered the clothing personally to the
West Virginia family . For the next twenty-eight
years Clara and Bill took food and clothing
down to West Virginia.
Throughout life, Clara has done everything
she possibly could to help others . She has

c/Note C.Worthy
by Sharon Banchof

I
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made rugs, quilts, and footstools to give to the
needy . She has continually gathered clothes
for those who did not have much to wear. She
loves to bake cookies and cakes and give them
to friends in need.
In the past five years, Clara has gradually lost
her sight. She finds that this handicap greatly
limits her abilities to serve others, but Clara has
not stopped because of her blindness . Every
day you can find her up at the nursing home,
visiting with the residents and putting a smile
on their faces. She often makes some coffee
cake or sandwiches and takes them to her
friends. l.n recent years, Clara has helped at the
mission in town, sorting clothes.
Clara has chosen Proverbs 3: 5 as her favorite
verse. It says, "Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart and lean not unto thine own
understanding."
Mrs . Naas feels that the biggest blessing the
Lord has given her is her husband, Bill. They
have been married fifty-five years now, and Bill
serves as a constant support for Clara.
Each day, you can find Clara listening to
tapes of the Bible or to programs on a local
Christian radio station. She is truly devoted to
God in her every walk of life . This is what
makes her such an outstanding Senior Servant.

"More Love to Thee" was written by
Elizabeth Prentiss, a writer of essays, poems,
and books for children. After five years of
teaching in a girls' school, Elizabeth Payson
returned to Portland, Maine, where she
married Rev. George Prentiss. He was called to
a church in New York City, where Elizabeth
became friends with Susan and Anna Warner
with whom she spent part of a summer writing
the "Susy Books" for children.
Her best known hymn is "More Love to
Thee" which Elizabeth suggested be sung to
the tune of "Nearer My God To Thee." She was
once heard to comment about the lyrics,
"There is not much in it, but you can put
everything into it, as you make it your prayer ."
The tune most of us are familiar with was
written by William H. Doane who also
composed some of Fanny Crosby's songs.
More Love to thee, 0 Christ,
More Love to thee!
Hear thou the prayer I make
on bended knee ;
This is my earnest plea;
More love, 0 Christ, to thee,
More love to thee, More love to thee!
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True Love
Commercialism has created a special
emphasis on Love in February .. It seems,
however, that through the years the true
meaning of love has been lost. Even if
Valentine's Day holds no special significance
for you, it still provides a good opportunity for
us to re-examine the meaning of 'True Love' not only toward our family and friends, but
also our love for God and His love for us.
I Corinthians 13 is often called the 'Love
Chapter' and rightly so. True love in its fullest
meaning is described in Chapter 13 as it relates
to God and man . Verses 4-7 list eleven specific
properties and effects of love .
LOVE:
1. is long suffering - Love will put up with
inconsiderations from the ones loved and wait
patiently, if necessary, to have love returned.
2. is kind - Love tries to be LJseful, not only
by doing the obvious, but by searching for
ways to be kind.
3. envieth not - Love is happy with others'
fortunes. The one who is busy doing good to all
will not have time to wish anyone ill.
4. vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up Love does not think more highly of himself
than it ought to think nor is it filled with
conceit .
5. behaveth not unseemly - Love is orderly,
controlled, and courteous .
6. seeketh not its own - Love hates
selfishness and will, at times , neglect its own
needs to aid others.
7. is not easily provoked (exasperated) Anger bathed in love will soon be extinguished.
8. thinks no evil - Love does not anger
easily nor stay angry for long periods of time. It
does not carry a grudge.
9 . rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in
the truth - Love is not entertained by others'
sins or faults, but enjoys seeing truth and
justice win.
10. beareth all things, endureth all things Love does not broadcast the faults of others.
11 . believeth all things; hopeth all things Love believes the best from all and even when
it may not be able to believe well of others, it
will hope well.
Let us fill our lives with these properties of
- page
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True Love. As True Love is manifest in our
lives, it will naturally be returned by those who
receive it, and we wi 11 become more aware of
God's love to us .

A Fruit-Full Thought
One of the first things we notice leaving us
as we grow older is our memory. How many
times have you walked quickly to another
room for 'something,' never being able to
remember what that 'something' was? Or,
worse yet, you have forgotten the name of a
person whose face was as familiar as your
own!! These incidents can be quite irritating
and at times embarrassing.
Believe it or not, forgetting is a biblical
principle that it would not hurt any of us to
practice more freely. Phi Ii ppians 3 : 13
commands us to forget "those things which are
behind," and to reach "forth unto those things
which are before ."
There are a few specific things that come
readily to mind that we should forget . Let us
begin with all sins that have been truly
confessed. I John 1:19 tells us that true
confession will bring forgiveness, so there is no
need to remember them. Remembering past
sins will hinder our Christian growth .
We should also forget mistakes made in the
past. We are not perfect and instead of
weeping over what we cannot change, we
should use our mistakes as stepping stones we
have learned from .
Petty quarrels and misunderstandings should
be forgotten after we take them to the Lord.
Galatians 6: 1 reminds us that if we are strong
Christians we should seek to restore our
brother and not criticize, lest we fail to
exemplify our Lord . Ephesians 4 :32 exhorts us
to be tender-hearted and forgiving to our
brother, as Christ is to us.
Lastly, forget sorrows and disappointments
that come our way . We each have our pain,
sorrows, and disappointments to bear, but by
accepting them with Christ's strength we will
come closer to the " mark of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus" Philippians 3: 14.
Thoughts taken from a message given by
Don Moffatt on January 3, 1982.

Quizzle

by Cindy Denny

ACROSS
5. Lk. 6:27 - Love your _ _ __
8. I Thes. 5:8 - The _ __ of faith ....
11 . Jn . 15:12 - Love one _ _ other.
12. Heb. 6:10 - Your _ _ __ and labor of
love .. ..
13. Cal. 5:6 - Faith worketh - - - - love.
14. Prov . 17:17 - A
loveth at all
times.
15. I Tim. 6:10 - The love of money is the
_ ___ of all evil.
DOWN
1. Mk. 12:31 - Love thy _ _ __
2. I Jn. 4:18 - There is nO - - - - in love.
3. Eccl . 3:8 - A - - - - - to love ....
4. Heb. 13:1 - Let _ __ _ love continue.
6. Prov. 10:12 - Love covereth all _ __
(sing) .
. 7. Song of Sol. 8:7 - _ _ __ _ waters
cannot quench love .
9. Jn. 15:12 - Love one _ _ _ __
10. Heb. 6:10 - Your _ _ _ _ _ of love.

Looking at
God's Creation
by Carlene Terlouw
The month of February is always associated
with the subject of love . The greatest love is
the love of Cod . Cod showed this love by
sending His son as a babe to this earth. Today a
baby is a symbol of love between a man and
woman. What is a baby? Inside that cute
bundle of flesh is a person with great potential
to become a person who can be used by Cod .
The human babe is a very good example of a
new-born Christian. Just as a baby must learn
things gradually, so must the Christian. The
Bible makes reference to this comparison . I
Peter 2:2 says, "As newborn babes, desire the
pure milk of the Word, that ye may grow by it."
A young baby cannot eat solid foods and is
dependent on others just as a new believer

10

11

12

14

13

15

cannot understand all the scriptural truths and
doctrines and .is dependent upon Cod to help
him or her learn and understand.
Heredity and environment are two major
forces which influence a baby's growth and
development. We become heirs to Christ when
born into Cod's family . Romans 8:16, 17 say,
"The Spirit himself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God; and if
children, then heirs-heirs of Cod and joint
heirs with Christ." Just as the environment
influences the baby's personality, so is the
importance of the Christian's environment. A
Christian must be careful of whom he
associates with while still weak . It is easy to get
caught up in worldly affairs and not fulfill his
Cod-given potential .
Next time you look upon a newborn baby
who is a symbol of the parents' love, also take
time to thank your Father for His great love .
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But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give
him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.
John4:4
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ANSWERS
Across
5. enemies
8. breastplate
11 . an
12. work
13 . by
14. friend
15. rooi

Down
1.
2.
3.
4.
6.
7.
9.
10.

neighbour
fear
time
brotherly
sin
many
another
labour
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